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Introduction

The Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA) guarantees a Free and Appropriate Public Education
(FAPE) however, it does not guarantee that a student with an IEP is entitled to a diploma.

The Gratiot Isabella RESD strongly supports the local districts use of a Personal Curriculum to
assist students with IEPs to receive a high school diploma.

There is value in recognizing a student’s accomplishments, attendance and walking at their
graduation ceremony. This is a rite of passage for students regardless of their abilities. The
current “certificate of completion” (which is essentially a certificate of attendance) does not
describe the skills students may possess when exiting and may lower the expectations for
students when determining their course of study. The GIRESD has identified a Certificate of
Educational Achievement as another option of highlighting a students skills and all of their
accomplishments when exiting school prior to the age of 26.

For a student whose course of study is not a high school diploma, a local board of education
may choose to award a Certificate of Educational Achievement to students with an IEP who do
not meet the locals requirements for a diploma. However, these students would have met their
own course of study requirements as well as transition related needs set forth by the IEP team.

Determining course of study is a very important decision for IEP teams and often lacks proper
consideration. Currently, local school districts and ISD’s are left to develop their own criteria.
The determination of course of study should not be an automatic, if a student has a certain
eligibility label, is enrolled in a specific program or is taking a certain state assessment. Provided
in this document is a more comprehensive process in assisting IEP teams in determining the
proper course of study.

The intent of this document is to assist IEP teams in determining the appropriate course
of study based on a review of student data. It will provide different options that local
boards of education may consider for a student with an IEP exiting school to prepare
them for the world of work and independent living.
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School Completion Options - High School Diploma

Section 380.1278a of the Revised School Code defines the Michigan Merit Curriculum (MMC)
requirements for a high school diploma. The MMC is not a curriculum in the traditional sense - it
is legislation that specifies all students awarded a diploma have demonstrated proficiency with
the content outlined by the state academic standards, benchmarks or guidelines. If properly
implemented the MMC will prepare students with the skills and knowledge needed to be
successful in our global economy and workplace.

The MMC gives districts the flexibility to develop courses, curricula, and systems, which meet
the individual needs and desires of each district. Local school boards, in collaboration with
district administration, have the responsibility to determine “how" to implement the graduation
requirements outlined by the MMC and when students have earned the appropriate credits.
Local boards of education can establish additional graduation requirements beyond those in the
MMC and the total number of credits required for graduation. However, a district cannot
establish lesser requirements.

The MMC diploma is the only diploma recognized by the Michigan Department of Education.
More information on the MMC can be found on the Michigan Department of Education’s high
school webpage at: www.mi.gov/highschool.
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School Completion Options - High School Diploma with Personal
Curriculum

The research is clear - all learners achieve to a higher standard when given the opportunity to
learn in a challenging curriculum. While the MMC is intended to be a rigorous platform for all
students, it is not meant to be a barrier to the desired career pathways for individual students.
The flexibility is built into the MMC framework by way of the personal curriculum option.

The legislative intent of the personal curriculum (PC) is to individualize the rigor and relevance
of the educational experience and provide a tool to help all students succeed with the MMC. All
students are eligible for a personal curriculum.

For students with an IEP the PC allows modifications to any MMC requirements due to the
impact their disability has on accessing or demonstrating proficiency in meeting expectations.
The team must align the IEP, transition plan and EDP while keeping the MMC relevant and
rigorous. Students with an IEP are permitted somewhat broader latitude for MMC modification,
as long as the modifications are necessitated by their disability, are consistent with their IEP and
EDP and do not exceed district decision rules as to what exceeds curriculum modification and
instead constitutes the creation of an alternate curriculum. The purpose of secondary education
is to prepare students for life after high school. Any modification to a student's graduation
requirements needs to be consistent with this purpose. Students who are not pursuing a
diploma or students who are unable to meet modified MMC requirements do not need a
personal curriculum.

More information on personal curriculum can be found on their website at:
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-6530_30334_49879---,00.html
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School Completion Options - Certificate

Certificate of Completion - Aging out of Special Education

● Even if a student with a disability cannot meet the requirements for a regular high school
diploma, the student will exit the educational system when they reach the maximum age
for receipt of special education services.

Certificate of Educational Achievement -
● One of the exit options that local districts and the RESD may offer to students with an

IEP is a Certificate of Educational Achievement (CEA). This certificate recognizes the
accomplishments of students who have completed a district prescribed course of study
outside of the Michigan Merit Curriculum and achieved transition goals outlined in the
student’s IEP. The CEA course of study should emphasize functional academics, life
management, social skills development and vocational training.
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Determining Course of Study

Prior to determining a course of study other than a high school diploma, the IEP team and the
district need to consider all possible supports to assist the student in achieving a diploma.

The requirement of a Free and Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) must be adhered to by all
local school district and public school academies. The IEP may modify content and instruction to
achieve the desired outcomes for students. Students may need specific programs, services,
accommodations or other supports to assist them. The IDEA 2004 ensures that all students with
disabilities have a right to access, participate and perform in the general education curriculum.
We have an obligation to support a student in their effort to work towards a high school diploma.

Some of the supports to consider prior to determining a course of study other than a diploma
include:

● Educational Development Plan
● Transition Plan
● Personal Curriculum
● Intervention programs available in district or out of district
● Online learning
● Credit recovery
● Dropout prevention efforts
● Summer and night school
● Tutoring
● Mentor or Links programs
● Progress monitoring to track patterns and trends
● Accommodations / Supplemental services in the IEP

○ Reduced Assignments
○ Alternate Assignments
○ Extra Time on Assignments and Tests
○ Alternate Assessments
○ Notes, Study Guides, Support Material
○ Tests Read to the Student
○ Alternate Testing Site
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Educational Development Plan (EDP)

All students are required to develop an EDP with guidance from school advisors. EDP’s are
“living” documents and are updated as student interests and abilities become more obvious and
focused.

The Michigan Merit Curriculum (MMC) legislation (P.A. 141 of 2007) states that, “The board of a
school district or board of directors of a public school academy shall provide the opportunity for
each pupil to develop an EDP during grade 7, and shall ensure that each pupil reviews his or
her EDP during grade 8 and revise it as appropriate before he or she begins high school.”

The EDP and IEP are distinct documents. However, as students move into high school, the
documents share a common goal of improved postsecondary outcomes for students.

Information gathered during the EDP process could prove valuable in developing areas of the
transition IEP.

The EDP can help to provide support and documentation for a Personal Curriculum (PC)
modification. Students with a disability requesting a PC may need modification aligned to their
EDP. The student may be granted a PC modification not otherwise allowable if the modification
is consistent with both the student’s EDP and IEP.

The link between the EDP and transition IEP may be more clearly understood by thinking about
universal elements of quality planning:

1. Development of postsecondary goals in education, training, employment and when
appropriate adult living.

2. Identification of student preferences, interests, strengths and needs.
3. Review of academic performance, learning style and effective support strategies for

students in grades K-8.
4. Identification and coordination of course(s) and support and possible consideration of a

PC.
5. Annual review.

* For students who are moderately cognitively impaired, severely cognitively impaired and
severely multiply impaired the GIRESD has developed an EDP specific to this group of
students. Please contact the GIRESD Special Education Office to obtain a copy.
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Personal Curriculum

The GIRESD strongly encourages local districts to consider a personal curriculum prior
to determining course of study other than a regular high school diploma. The MMC is
intended to be a rigorous platform for all students, it is not meant to be a barrier to the desired
career pathways for individual students. Thus flexibility is built into the MMC framework by way
of the PC option.

A personal curriculum is a mechanism that can modify specific MMC credits and or content
expectations based on the individual learning needs of a student. The intent of the PC option is
to assure the relevance of the students' course of study and facilitate the achievement of
postsecondary goals.

All students in grades 9-12 are eligible for a personal curriculum consideration. Students with a
documented disability and IEP are eligible, if appropriate, to modify the MMC to a greater extent
than their non-disabled peers.
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When should a course of study be determined?

This discussion should begin as part of the IEP process prior to the student entering high
school. Prior to enrolling a high school student in any courses that are not aligned with the
Michigan Merit Curriculum this process needs to be completed and recommend a certificate,
with Notice in the IEP. Otherwise the course of study is determined during the transition IEP,
beginning when the student is turning 16. It is also acceptable to keep a student on diploma
track until their 3rd or 4th year of high school. Occasionally, a student in special education who
functions in elementary academic ranges and has demonstrated very little growth may start on
the diploma track but even with special education services, a PC and accommodations /
modifications, is unable to meet the requirements of the MMC. The IEP team may recommend a
shift to a Certificate of Educational Achievement track for the student at that time.

Determining a course of study other than a high school diploma will make it a challenge to
change from certificate to diploma if ever determined more appropriate. Teams should consider
delaying a decision other than a diploma until all other supports and a continuum of services
have been exhausted. If the IEP team has considered other options for course of study as
documented in the Notice section, the team should complete a course of study review for
subsequent IEP’s until a final decision is made and no other options are considered.

Students with more intensive learning challenges may not be able to complete the MMC, even
with supports or use of a personal curriculum. These students typically participate in the
alternative state assessment, such as MI Access. An IEP will be developed based on the
student’s EDP and transition goals that would articulate their pathway towards high school
completion. Students on this path will still have opportunities to participate in the general
education curriculum. Students with more intensive learning challenges may benefit more from
experiencing a variety of life and vocational skills to prepare for life as an adult. They will receive
a Certificate of Educational Achievement or Certificate of Completion upon exiting special
education services. Upon exiting special education services, students will be referred to other
appropriate community agencies for support post school.

Awarding a diploma to students who did not meet the requirements under MMC is a denial of
FAPE under IDEA. A student has the right to receive special education services until they have
earned a high school diploma or reached the maximum age.

PLEASE DO NOT WAIT UNTIL HIGH SCHOOL TO START THE COURSE OF STUDY
DISCUSSION. If the IEP team feels early on that they are unsure of the path a student in
special education will take, this discussion should take place early in their middle school years.
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Process for Determining Course of Study

It is recommended that the IEP team use the IEP invitation and IEP form to document that one
of the purposes of the IEP meeting is to determine the course of study. The district should
provide notice at the conclusion of the IEP when the course of study, other than a diploma, is
considered and discussed. The IEP Notice should reflect the discussion and determination.

THE IEP TEAM SHOULD CONDUCT A DATA REVIEW PRIOR TO CHANGING A COURSE
OF STUDY FROM A DIPLOMA.

The more a students instruction is modified the farther the student is from satisfying diploma
requirements. As a professional standard and consideration, low motivation, attendance, health,
should NOT be determining factors considered for the course of study leading to a certificate.

See Appendix A for the Course of Study Review Worksheet .
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Implications of Certificate vs. Diploma

The following are factors a district might want to consider when issuing a certificate:

● Special education entitlement ends only with a regular high school diploma or at the age
of 26.

● Certificate of completions may affect the graduation rate, but would not count toward
dropout rate. Proper coding in MSDS is important.

● The high school diploma is recognized by employers, vocational training programs,
community colleges, universities and the military.

● There are potential implications for a certificate for such things as: attending a university,
receiving federal financial aid and scholarships for tuition as well as entering certain
branches of the armed services.

Quick Reference Guide Regarding Recognition of Diplomas, Certificates and GED

Situation Michigan Merit
Diploma with or
without Personal
Curriculum

Certificate of
Completion

GED

Recognized by 4-yr
Colleges

Yes No Yes

Recognized by Community
Colleges

Yes *Conditionally (No
financial Aid or TIP)

Yes

Recognized by Trade
Schools

Yes *Varies by Institution Yes

Recognized by Private
Colleges

Yes *Varies by Institution Yes

Eligible for Financial
AID/TIP

Yes No Yes

Eligible for MRS Assistance Yes Yes Yes

Recognized by Armed
Services

Yes Less than 5% Yes

Recognized by Employers Yes *Varies by Employer Yes

Eligibility for Post High
School Special Ed. Services

No Yes No
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Eligibility for Post High
School MRS Services

Yes Yes Yes

*Contact institute or employer for specific details.

Certificate of Educational Achievement

Definition:

● Certificate of Educational Achievement - LEA
One of the graduation options that local districts may offer to students with an
IEP is a Certificate of Educational Achievement (CEA). This certificate recognizes
the accomplishments of students who have completed a district prescribed
course of study outside of the Michigan Merit Curriculum, attend high school for a
minimum of 4 years and fulfilled their transition related goals as outlined in the
IEP. This course of study should take into consideration not only academic
courses but also coordinated activities that promote post-secondary
independence to the degree that meets the students abilities. The CEA course of
study should emphasize functional academics, life management, social skills
development and vocational training.

● Certificate of Educational Achievement - Center Program (MOCI, SXI,
SCI)
Students who attend high school for 4 or more years working under a CEA
course of study in a local district but attend post secondary programming to
continue progress on transition related goals, may also be eligible for a CEA
through the fulfillment of the CEA exit plan prior to the age of 26.
Students attending center programs who have not attended any high school
classes may also be eligible for a CEA through the fulfillment of their CEA exit
plan or prior to the age of 26.
* Students participating in the GIRESD transition programs demonstrate abilities
within the moderate to severe cognitively imparied range.
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Exit Plan Criteria Recommendations

Certificate of Educational Achievement - LEA
Student receives credits outlined in the course of study determined by the local
school district
Student completes a minimum of 4 years of high school.
Student achieves all transition goals outlined in his/her IEP
Student completes resume and or employment portfolio
Student should participate in at least 1 year of work experience
Student may or may not have reached maximum age of 26
Teacher completes Certificate of Educational Achievement Record

Certificate of Educational Achievement - Center Program
(MOCI, SCI, SXI)
Student achieves all/most transition goals outlined in his/her IEP
Transition assessment competence of 70% in all areas
Completed employment portfolio
Student may or may not have reached the maximum age of 26.
Teacher completes Certificate of Educational Achievement Record
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Alternate Grade Plan for Students Earning a Certificate

Special Education students who are working on a CoC, and whose disability is such that they
are unable to complete all of the general education requirements of a given course without
significant curricular modification may be eligible for a Pass/Fail Option.  This option must be
discussed at the IEP, and be included in the IEP document under the Accommodations section.
The special education case manager will work closely with general education teachers to
implement this option. As always, the goal is to insure an appropriate amount of rigor allowing
the student the most benefit possible to participate in the class.

Evaluation of student performance can/will be based on other factors as specified in the
following Alternate Grading Rubric.  The rubric may stand alone or may be combined with other
grading accommodations, such as extra time on assignments and tests, alternate assignments
or alternate assessments.

Possible Rating Rubric for students receiving a Pass/Fail for alternate grade

Behavior/Scale Not
Achieving

Somewhat
Below
Expectations

Meeting
Expectations

Somewhat
above
expectations

Surpassing
Expectations

Attendance Absences or
tardiness
exceeds
handbook
allowances

Frequently
absent or tardy
and in danger of
exceeding
handbook
allowances

Absences or
tardiness within
normal limits

Is only late or
absent a
minimal amount
of time

Always attend
and is always on
time for class

Class
Participation

Never
participates
(refusing when
called upon) or
disruptive in class

Is occasionally
disruptive and
non-participatory

Pays attention
responds when
called upon

Occasionally
volunteers to
respond and
participate in
class

Eager to
participate
frequently
volunteers

Homework Makes no
attempt to either
complete or turn
in
accommodates/
modified
homework

Sporadically
turns in
accommodated
homework.

Turns in
completed or
attempted
accommodated
assignments
more than 70%
of the time

Turns in
completed
assignments
more than 85%
of the time

Always turns in
accommodated
assignments
completed to the
best of ability

Testing Makes no
attempt to study
or pass or
refuses to take
test

Puts in minimal
effort to pass test

Puts forth good
effort to study
and pass tests to
best of ability

Invest more than
average time in
preparing  and
taking tests

Invest
considerable time
in studying and
attempting to
pass the test

General Attitude Demonstrates a
poor attitude in
class

Has a generally
positive attitude
in class

Demonstrates a
high degree of
positive attitude
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Preparedness Is never prepared
for class in any
way

Is occasionally
prepared

Is generally
prepared for
class

Is prepared
most of the time

Is always
prepared and
ready to go
everyday

Self-Advocacy Never seeks help
or attempts to
work with teacher
on
accommodations

Will occasionally
seek out help
when needed or
notify teacher of
needed
accommodations

Always
appropriately
seeks out help
from a variety of
sources and
appropriately
works with
teacher on
accommodations

Summary of Performance

If the student’s eligibility was terminated due to receiving a high school diploma or exceeding the
age of eligibility a summary of students academic achievement and functional performance,
including recommendations to assist the student in meeting the students postsecondary goals,
is completed. The Summary of Performance should be completed during the student’s final year
of education. This document is located in EdPlan.

Exit codes

Please use the following form located in the appendix when deciding how to code a student
when exiting your school system.

See Appendix B for the Exit Code Worksheet.
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Summary and Recommendations

● Course of study discussions should start early and often
● The IEP that determines the course of study should include the meeting purpose on the

IEP invitation.
● Alternate assessments and modified curriculum start to determine the pathway to a

certificate vs. diploma.
● Supports for high school diploma completion, especially PC, should be considered prior

to determining a certificate of completion.
● Districts should consider an alternate certificate to prove student with employability

goals/targets and set a program to work toward completion.
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Resources

This document was developed with committee members and by review of the following
documents.

● Determining Course of Study for a Student with an IEP - Lapeer County Intermediate
School District

● Guidelines for Certificate of Completion - Clare Gladwin RESD

● MDE - EDP Guidelines, Michigan Merit Curriculum
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